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AFTER GRADUATING FROM FURMAN IN 1984, Hugh Floyd went on to earn 
advanced degrees from two prestigious institutions, Eastman School of Music and 
the University of Michigan.
 He conducted choirs, orchestras and oratorio choruses in the South and 
Midwest, led workshops and master classes throughout the country, and taught 
at the Interlochen Center for the Arts in Michigan, where his voice students included 
Jewel and Josh Groban.
 Since 1997 he has been on the faculty at Oberlin (Ohio) College Conservatory 
of Music, serving as director of choral studies at 
the oldest continuously operating conservatory of 
music in the nation.
 Now, he’s ready to step into the big time — 
at least from Furman’s perspective.
 This fall, Floyd becomes just the third 
conductor in the 64-year history of the Furman 
Singers, following the group’s revered founder, 
DuPre Rhame (1946-70), and his legendary 
successor, Bingham L. Vick, Jr., who retires this 
year after 40 years at the helm.
 Pretty big shoes to !ll?  Floyd — relaxed, 
cheerful and animated — readily agrees.  And he 
wouldn’t have it any other way.
 “The Singers are a true legacy choir,” he 
says.  “You appreciate your membership for your 
lifetime.  It means so much to so many.
 “You don’t !nd many choirs that have such 
a healthy mix of human, spiritual and musical 
elements.  It’s apparent DuPre Rhame valued 
those ideals, and I know Bing does too.  It’s an 
honor to have the chance to maintain and further 
that legacy.”
 Had Floyd any doubts about his interest in 
the position, they were dispelled last summer 
when he was among the 350 alumni who returned to Greenville for the !nal Furman 
Singers reunion under Vick’s direction.
 “That weekend con!rmed my decision to apply,” he says.  “I came to honor 
Bing, but also to get a sense of the situation.  And I realized anew what Furman 
and the Singers are.  To see such galvanizing support — it’s the kind of choir any-
one would want to lead.”
 Although he loved his time at Oberlin, the emotional ties to Furman were 
strong.  “I wanted to give back to a school that was so amazing and nurturing for 
me,” he says.  “And I truly value the liberal arts.  At Oberlin [with the conservatory], 
they’re separate entities.  At Furman, they mesh very well.  It’s a real strength.”
 As for Floyd’s selection, music department chair Bill Thomas says, “Hugh is well 
aware of the priceless legacy of quality and success of the choral music program at 
Furman.  He is one of the most highly regarded and able choral artists in the country, 
and we feel very fortunate to have been able to convince him that ‘home’ is a good 
place to be.”
 Vick is equally complimentary:  “There is no doubt in my mind that Hugh Floyd 
is the right choice to continue to move the Furman Singers forward.”
 Floyd spent his formative years in Greenville, taking part in Furman music 
camps as a youngster.  He attended Davidson for a 
year before transferring to Furman, where he quickly 
became known for his talent and un"agging energy.  
He was student conductor of both the Furman 
Symphony Orchestra and the Singers, and through the 
years he has continued to cross the bridge between 
orchestral and choral groups.  Such dexterity, he 
says, has paid off handsomely in terms of his musical 
knowledge and understanding.
     After he earned his master’s degree from 
Eastman, a succession of teaching and conducting 
jobs followed.  While at Interlochen he bene!ted from 
the opportunity to study under Margaret Hillis, who 
had been one of Vick’s mentors.  Floyd would travel 
to Chicago once a month to pore over scores with her 
and discuss how different conductors would handle 
them.
      “It really helped me understand my under-
graduate work better,” he says, referring to the Vick-
Hillis link.  “It brought me full circle.”
      More recently, on a sabbatical from Oberlin, he 
lived in New York where he observed at the Juilliard 
School, studied English cathedral music and dabbled in 
musical theatre — to the point that he received a call 
back for a role in the national tour of “The Producers.”
 He says, “I know about graduate school, but I wanted to see how solo singers 
make it in New York and what happens when they try to go directly to Broadway.  
How does the professional world compare to the academic?  Students want to know, 
and as a teacher it’s my responsibility to understand how things work.”
 Given his clear feeling of connection to Furman and his excitement about 
returning to alma mater, Hugh Floyd says he’s ready to build on the well-established 
traditions and culture of the Furman Singers — and to take the group another step 
forward.
 Dr. Floyd, the baton is now yours.  Welcome to the podium.   
— JIM STEWART
John Perkins “Pete” Matthews 
’57, February 1, Greenville.  After 
serving in the U.S. Army Medical Corps, 
he was accepted as a pediatric intern 
and resident at Vanderbilt University 
and received a fellowship in pediatric 
cardiology.  He worked with The Christie 
Group of Greenville before joining the 
Greenville Hospital System in 1976 as 
program director of the Department 
of Pediatrics, a position he held for 24 
years.  He was also a practicing pediatric 
cardiologist from 1976 to 2009.  Active 
in establishing the Children’s Hospital of 
the Greenville Hospital System, he was 
named the 2000 Pediatrician of the Year.  
In 2008 he received two major honors, 
a career achievement award from the 
South Carolina Chapter of the Academy 
of Pediatrics and the William Weston 
Distinguished Service Award for Excellence 
in Pediatrics from the University of South 
Carolina School of Medicine.
Nell Batson ’58, January 6, 2009, 
Covington, Ga.
Ronald Edward Jordan ’60, January 4, 
Columbia, S.C.  He worked for the Internal 
Revenue Service and then the South 
Carolina National Bank in Greenville and 
Columbia, retiring as a vice president.  
He was involved in community recreational 
programs, coaching both softball and 
baseball and working with the Little 
League program in Columbia.  He co-
founded a prison ministry at Wateree 
Correctional Institution and was a 
devoted friend of Congaree National Park.  
He served in the U.S. Army.
Ellen Geiger Vassy Walker, M.A. ’60, 
January 13, Greenville.  She was a teacher 
and principal in the School District of 
Greenville County and was for two years 
director of the local chapter of Head Start, 
the preschool readiness program.  She was 
a life member of Delta Kappa Gamma and 
the South Carolina Education Association, 
and was a member of Daughters of the 
American Revolution and the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy.
Marna Wood Snow ’62, December 
18, Simpsonville, S.C.  She served as a 
WAVE in the U.S. Navy during World War 
II and became a dental technician at the 
Marine barracks in Parris Island, S.C.  After 
receiving her college degree, she taught 
math and science at Hillcrest High School 
from 1962 to 1970, then transferred to 
Bryson Middle School where she taught 
from 1970 to 1984.  She was a member 
of the Simpsonville Order of the Eastern 
Star and bowled for many years with the 
“Young at Heart” league.
Smilie Jean Taylor Williams ’62, 
December 15, Florence, S.C.  She served 
as pianist and organist at First Baptist 
Church of Florence for more than 25 
years.  She worked and performed with 
private students, choral groups, churches 
and community organizations, including 
the Florence Little Theatre and Florence 
Symphony.  She was an of!ce manager 
for the Pee Dee Cardio Vascular Surgeons 
group.
Rhett Wayne Lewis ’65, December 21, 
Pensacola, Fla.  He was an aviator in the 
U.S. Army, "ying helicopters in Vietnam.  
Among his service medals were the Purple 
Heart, Bronze Star, Distinguished Flying 
Cross, Air Medal and Silver Star.  He was 
awarded the Parachutist Badge and Senior 
Army Aviator Wings.  He was also awarded 
the Distinguished Honor Graduate Air 
Cavalry Attack Helicopter Commanders 
Training Course NR 3-73 USAARMS at 
Fort Knox, Ky.  He was a lifetime member 
of the Bullwhip Squadron 1/9 1st Cavalry 
Air Mobile and the Vietnam Helicopter 
Pilots Association.  
Nancy Stewart Watson ’65, December 
20, Greenville.  She was a former partner 
of Stewart Supply Company and also 
worked for May!eld Carpets.  She was 
active in the Chamber Music Association 
of Greenville and former organist at 
Fountain Inn Presbyterian Church.
Jerry Leland Wyatt ’70, January 10, 
Tucson, Ariz.  He was a principal and 
director of Lang Wyatt Construction, 
a commercial contractor whose clients 
included government, educational and 
business organizations.  
Jack A. Batson ’73, December 4, 
Travelers Rest.  He was employed as a 
project manager at Fluor for 36 years.
Michael J. Lindsey ’73, January 4, 
Marietta, S.C.  He taught at Berea Middle 
School and coached football, basketball, 
track and soccer at Berea High School for 
almost 30 years.  He was a member of the 
South Carolina Coaches Association.
Edward Lamarr Gwinn ’74, December 
27, Greenville.  He saw military service in 
Vietnam, Okinawa and Taiwan.  He worked 
with Michelin North America for 25 years, 
retiring from a senior management position 
with the Singapore of!ce.  For the last six 
years of his life, he ran a consulting and 
investment !rm in Shanghai, China.
Susan Lakusta Cullen ’76, February 18, 
Austin, Texas.  She served as president of 
the Texas Career Development Association 
and was a member of the Career Planning 
and Adult Development Network.  Other 
af!liations included the National Career 
Development Association, the Texas 
Counseling Association, the Society for 
Industrial and Organizational Psychology, 
the World Future Society eWomen 
Network, and the Greater Austin Chapter 
of the International Coach Federation.  
She was also a commissioned leader 
and trainer in the Stephen Ministry, a 
nondenominational lay caregiving ministry.  
Memorials may be designated to Furman’s 
Lilly Center for Vocational Re"ection, with 
which Sue was deeply involved.
Fred D. Culcleasure ’77, February 2, 
Tallahassee, Fla.  His career included 
tenures as a professor at Wake Forest 
University and Livingston College.  He 
also worked as president of BB&T’s audit 
department and with Fannie Mae.  More 
recently he was employed by Southeast 
Corporate Federal Credit Union in Talla-
hassee as the chief audit and compliance 
of!cer.  
Richard Lee Watkins ’77, January 25, 
Fort Mill, S.C.  He was a former employee 
of Duke Power Co.  After earning his 
master’s degree he taught English to 
speakers of other languages.  In 1992 he 
moved to Poland where he served for more 
than 17 years as a missionary with Mission 
to Unreached People.
Joseph John Zabriskie ’77, January 17, 
Augusta, Ga.  He taught in middle schools 
in Aiken, S.C., and Richmond County, Ga., 
before retiring as principal from Butler High 
School in 2004.  
John Thompson Douglas, Jr., MBA 
’78, December 14, Greenville.  He was a 
real estate investor.
Julie Sutherland Robinson  
Hungerford, M.A. ’78, January 21, 
Greenville.  She was a gifted pianist who 
taught and performed at many social and 
cultural events.  In 1970 she began a career 
in education, teaching kindergarten in 
the Greenville area before becoming an 
assistant principal.
Gregory Wade McCulloch ’82, 
December 11, Jonesborough, Tenn.  He 
was a professional golfer and worked for 
a time in the Virgin Islands.
Keith Potter ’82, January 29, Leesburg, 
Fla.
Roman Jerry Woodall ’87, December 
8, Clemson, S.C.  He was an employee of 
GNC.
JoAnna Morris Anastos ’91, November 
30, Greenville.  She was formerly with 
Hartford Insurance Company.
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